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BACKGROUND


The Jefferson Awards are a prestigious national recognition system honoring community and public service in America. The Jefferson Awards are presented on two levels: national and local. They began in 1972 to create a Nobel Prize for public service. Today, their primary purpose is to serve as a "Call to Action for Volunteers" in local communities.

HISTORY

What are the Jefferson Awards?
The Jefferson Awards are a prestigious national recognition system honoring community and public service in America. The Jefferson Awards are presented on two levels: national and local. They began in 1972 to create a Nobel Prize for public service. Today, their primary purpose is to serve as a "Call to Action for Volunteers" in local communities.

MISSION

What is the Mission of the Jefferson Awards?
The mission of the Jefferson Awards is to encourage and honor individuals for their achievements and contributions through public and community service. Through our Media Partners we seek to inspire volunteering in local communities. Through our Champions, we seek to energize volunteering in the workplace. Through our Youth Service Initiative, we seek to double volunteering in high schools.
CRITERIA

The selection criteria for the national and local Jefferson Awards winners are parallel.

There are two basic considerations:

· Outstanding Personal Acts 

· Community Impact 

First, the selectors review acts of courage, vision, dedication, and tenacity. Is there anything outstanding, unique, heroic about the nominee and his or her character?

Second, they review the impact on the community. Public service is about serving people and communities. As the nominee addresses important issues facing local communities or the country, has the nominee had a measurable impact?

Through our Jefferson Awards Media partners, we are applauding "Unsung Heroes." Eligibility includes volunteers as well as paid professionals who go well above and beyond their expected service. "Unsung" means not normally in the media

CALL TO ACTION – GET INVOLVED
You can get involved in a number of ways:

· National Nomination Form - Nominate someone for a national Jefferson Award. 

· Local Nomination Form - Nominate a local "unsung hero." 

· Donate - Make a tax-deductible contribution. 






VolunteerMatch helps interested volunteers get involved with community service organizations throughout the United States. Volunteers enter their ZIP code to quickly find local volunteer opportunities matching their interests and schedules.






SERVEnet.org is the premier website on service and volunteering. Users can enter their zip code, city, state, skills, interests, and availability and be matched with organizations needing help. SERVEnet is also a place to search for calendar of events, job openings, service news, recommended books, and best practices. 

