
Romano Suit Statement

As you are aware, Police Office John Romano filed a lawsuit yesterday alleging a violation of his constitutional rights.  Because this is a matter of significant public interest I want to provide a brief statement.  
Officer Romano spoke before City Council at its March 10 meeting, where he made comments which seemed to me unfairly critical of the City’s budgeting process and of me personally.  After the Council meeting I met with Officer Romano to discuss what I perceived to be inaccuracies in his statement.    
During a portion of that meeting I regret to say that I lost my temper when Officer Romano refused to discuss the substance of the comments that he made to City Council.  In my anger, I made some harsh comments for which I apologized at the time and I apologize again.  I was wrong to lose my temper and should not have said what I did. 
During the meeting I acknowledged Office Romano’s right to speak.  Everyone, including City employees, has the right to speak out on matters of public concern, including the performance of public officials.  
I stated during the April 3rd meeting that as far as I was concerned the matter was over.  The meeting ended on a friendly note, as anyone interested in this matter will hear by listening to the complete recording of the meeting and not just the excerpts from the discussion that are set out in the lawsuit.  That recording, which was made by Officer Romano without my knowledge, is attached as an exhibit to the lawsuit.    
No actions whatsoever have been or will be taken against Officer Romano by me, the Chief of Police, or anyone else in City government as Officer Romano was told during and has been told repeatedly since our meeting.  
In 1971 I took my first oath of office to protect and defend the Constitution of the United States and I have performed my duties under that and subsequent oaths for nearly forty years both in the military service and as a local government manager.  I take that oath very seriously and would never knowingly violate it.  

I regret that this matter takes away attention from other important City matters and I apologize for any embarrassment that my role might cause to City Council, the City of Lynchburg, or City employees.
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