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Lynchburg Housing Coalition Awarded One Million Dollars

The Lynchburg Neighborhood Development Foundation (LNDF) and its non-profit development partners Lynchburg Community Action Group (LynCag), Greater Lynchburg Habitat for Humanity, Rush Homes, the City of Lynchburg and Region 2000’s Local Government Council (LGC) have received notice that they were awarded $1 million dollars from Virginia’s Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP).   NSP funds are available to renovate and stabilize neighborhoods with high rates of foreclosures.  

Laura Dupuy, director of LNDF, the lead agency and applicant in the grant process, says, “The $1 million dollar grant to the Lynchburg non-profits will be used in two neighborhoods:  the Middle Rivermont area off of Early Street, and Diamond Hill off of Grace St.”

 These two neighborhoods have more than 10% of its housing stock in foreclosure.  Dupuy notes that the non-profit partners first came together in 2000 to work in a section of College Hill.  That coalition, the Lynchburg Housing Partnership, was successful in addressing more than one-half of the blighted properties, and was assisted at the time by the efforts by Delegate Shannon Valentine and others, including St. John’s Episcopal Church, Agudath Sholom Synagogue, First Christian Church, and the Greater Lynchburg Community Trust.  The success of the partnership led to the joint application for NSP funds.  

Each partner has committed to taking one or more houses which, when complete, will be sold or rented to eligible and qualified families.  LNDF, LynCAG and Habitat will conduct homeownership programs to find and assist applicants in becoming qualified to purchase homes.  Rush Homes will acquire and renovate houses for rental to handicapped individuals and their families. Purchasers of the houses will receive low interest rate loans and assistance with down payments.  Region 2000’s Local Government Council (LGC) will administer the program to assure compliance and coordination among the partners.

“These neighborhoods are attractive and it has been our experience that renovation of the more dilapidated houses will encourage investment and improvements in others, said Dupuy.  “The individuals and families who purchase the completed houses will be carefully recruited and will participate in a homebuyers counseling program.  We know they will bring increased vitality to the selected neighborhoods.” 

The City of Lynchburg, Rebuilding Together and the Lynchburg Redevelopment and Housing Authority are non-developer partners, agreeing to work in these neighborhoods using other funds to complement the goals of NSP.  Proceeds from the sale of the completed houses will be returned to the Department of Housing and Community Development, the state agency charged with the NSP efforts.  These will be used to provide rotating funding for future neighborhood development activities.
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