The Honorable Governor Bob McDonnell 

PO Box 1475

Richmond, VA 23218

Dear Governor McDonnell:
Lynchburg schools have a long history of excellence and high student achievement. I am deeply concerned about the budget cuts facing our school system which will jeopardize our children’s lives and the future of our city. 

Our school system is facing a $17.8 million deficit. State cuts are looming and have increased due to the restructured composite index. We are facing another potential $3 million reduction in city funding. Not to mention, we feel robbed of the $2.18 million in federal stimulus money that was promised, yet is no longer available to us. 
These cuts are overwhelming and unacceptable. 

The spiraling effects of these increasing cuts will irreparably damage our schools, our children and our city. We cannot afford the consequences of teacher losses, larger class sizes and fewer specialized programs. 

The Lynchburg City School Division is the envy of other school divisions because we stand out in so many ways. It is no wonder that our high schools are consistently ranked in the top 5% of schools in the nation. That success is based on an entire school system and community focused on excellence. 

Strong public schools positively impact our economy, provide an educated workforce, play a vital role in attracting business and increase property values, to name just a few benefits. Public education is a core service that we value very highly because it touches every aspect of our community.
Our state depends on Lynchburg, and now we are being let down. As parents, we ask you to fight harder for our children.
Sincerely,
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