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Martinsville Police to Step up Enforcement on Moped Traffic Violations
MARTINSVILLE, Va. – The Martinsville Police Department has received a number of complaints involving mopeds (motorized scooters and bicycles) impeding traffic and committing violations of Virginia Code.  This notice is given to inform the cyclists and moped operators of their responsibility when riding on public streets and highways.
Any person operating a bicycle (manual or power-assisted) or any personal mobility device or moped (manual or power-assisted) on a roadway at less than the normal speed of traffic must ride as close as safely possible to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway, except under any of the following circumstances which are addressed by Virginia Code Section 46.2-905.  The key points are summarized below:
· When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction; or

· When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway; or 

· When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions including, but not limited to, fixed or moving objects, parked or moving vehicles, pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or substandard width lanes that make it unsafe to continue along the right curb or edge; or 

· When avoiding riding in a lane that must turn or diverge to the right; and
· When riding upon a one-way road or highway, a person may also ride as near the left-hand curb or edge of such roadway as safely practicable.
In addition, any person operating a vehicle of the types detailed above should not ride more than two vehicles abreast.  Persons riding two abreast should not impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic and should move into a single file formation as quickly as is practical when being overtaken from the rear by a faster moving vehicle. On a roadway which has multiple defined lanes, the operator must ride in a single traffic lane.
Beginning on Friday, August 21, 2009, Martinsville Police will step up enforcement of these regulations and will issue citations on any violation.
“We are concerned for the safety of all our motorists and pedestrians on city streets.  We aren’t trying to single-out anyone.  But there have been quite a few complaints received about moped-related traffic violations recently.  We welcome moped traffic, so long as operators obey the law and ride safely.  Therefore, we are stepping up our enforcement on these types of violations in order to prevent accidents and make our roadways safer”, said MPD Captain Tim Porter.  
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