Press Release

The Lynchburg Police Department has achieved re-certification as a Certified Crime Prevention Community, and the director of the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services, Mr. Garth L. Wheeler, will present the re-certification certificate to City Council at the July 13, 2010, meeting at 7:30 PM.

 The Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) developed the Certified Crime Prevention Community to help foster the development of community safety initiatives at the local level.  The goal of the program is to publicly recognize and certify localities that have implemented a defined set of community safety strategies as part of a comprehensive community safety/crime prevention effort.

One of the first of its kind in the nation, the program encourages localities to develop and implement collaborative community safety plans within a flexible framework. Furthermore, it provides an ongoing process by which communities can reassess and update their plans to address emerging community safety issues. To obtain certification, a locality must meet 12 core community safety elements/strategies augmented by a minimum of seven approved optional elements. DCJS runs and monitors the program.

The City of Lynchburg was first certified as a Certified Crime Prevention Community in March of 2002.   Lynchburg met the recertification requirements for the second time on June 10, 2010.  Currently, there are 14 communities in Virginia that have been certified as a CCPC.

The Certified Crime Prevention Community Program allows Virginia to be a national leader in community safety by establishing a benchmark that local communities can and should meet in terms of providing for the safety of their citizens.  Additionally, earning the CCPC designation gives the police department preference in state criminal justice grant application process.  It can also be used as a marketing tool for tourists, businesses, conference planners, and people considering relocating to the region.
The following core elements are needed by every community to qualify for certification.

1. Development of a local community crime prevention/community safety council or coalition.

2. A DCJS-certified crime prevention specialist assigned to crime prevention duties in the law enforcement agency.

3. A neighborhood watch program with training and documented support of watches.

4. Community policing or a crime control planning process.

5. Organized distribution of community safety information (literature, videos, and Internet resources) to citizens.

6. An identifiable staff person or planning committee trained to conduct community security and safety assessments of at-risk neighborhoods and businesses.

7. Functional crime analysis capability.

8. Identifiable staff person or persons trained to conduct school safety assessments/audits (applicable only to jurisdictions operating schools).

9. A business watch program with training and documented support of watches.

10. Access to a victim/witness services program.

11. A delinquency prevention program targeting at-risk youth.

12. Local law enforcement agency must either be accredited or seeking accreditation from the Virginia Law Enforcement Professional Standards Commission (VLEPSC) or CALEA. 

The Seven Optional Elements utilized in Lynchburg were:

1. Code Enforcement Task Force

2. Central Virginia Crimestoppers

3. Drug Abuse Resistance Education Program

4. Domestic Violence Prevention Program/Shelter

5. National Night Out Against Crime
6. School Resource Officers

7. Truancy Prevention

For each of the 19 elements, the City departments and agencies involved in the CCPC program have to evaluate the effectiveness of programs and document their significant achievements every 3 years.  Lynchburg’s recertification process is coordinated by the Lynchburg Police Department Crime Prevention Unit.  For more information about the program, visit the DCJS web site: 
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/cple/cpc/ccpcp.cfm  or contact Cindy Kozerow, Crime Prevention Specialist, at 455-6145.
