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Lester Group Buys Taylor Brothers in Lynchburg


Taylor Brothers Lumber Co., a leading building supply dealer in central Virginia for 58 years, reopens today, re-hiring most former employees.

The Lester Group, a diversified forest products company and developer based in Martinsville, has purchased Taylor Brothers.  Lester’s purchase of the Lynchburg operations of Roper Brothers Lumber Company was approved last week by U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Richmond, VA.  Roper filed for bankruptcy December 16, 2009.


Taylor Brothers is a full service building material dealer located at 905 Graves Mill Road. Taylor Brothers’ customers include commercial and professional builders and remodelers in Lynchburg and Amherst, Campbell, Bedford, Nelson, Appomattox, Franklin and Pittsylvania counties and the Roanoke Valley.  Products include lumber, roofing products, dry wall, flooring, doors, windows and kitchen cabinets.


Rob Taylor, president of Taylor Brothers when it was bought by Roper in 2006, is assisting with the transition. “With the support of The Lester Group, Taylor Brothers will continue to provide the high level of customer service that the company has been recognized for,” said Taylor.  His father, Bobby Taylor, founded the company in 1952.  


“The staff knows the customers, and they are treated as friends,” added Taylor. “Taylor Brothers is blessed by the opportunity to be back in business, and the staff is committed to providing the highest level of service and quality products to the loyal customers.”


Randy Hall of Evington will continue as general manager of Taylors Brothers.  He has been with the company for 41 years.  Based on current sales projections, most of the approximately 25 employees will be re-hired.

  Taylor Brothers becomes the third building material dealer location operated by the Lester Group. The others are in Martinsville and Fredericksburg. The Lester Group has been in the building supply business for more than 110 years.

“We are excited to invest in Taylor Brothers, its outstanding employees and the Lynchburg area,” said George W. Lester II, chief executive officer of the Lester Group.  “Our company has been interested in the Lynchburg area for many years.  We have a high level of confidence in the future of the region.”


“Our building material operations are recognized for a high level of customer service where experienced employees have the know-how to meet the specific needs of the commercial and professional builder and remodeler,” said Dillard Jones, president of the Lester Group.  “We will give Taylor Brothers our full support to continue as a successful operation.”


Brandt Mitchell, executive vice president of the Lester Group, will oversee the

Taylor Brothers operation.  “One of the reasons we were attracted to Taylor Brothers was the longevity of the experienced and knowledgeable staff,” said Mitchell. “The staff has the knowledge and commitment to know and meet the needs of its customers.”


The Lester Group started as a small sawmill and planning mill on a tract of timber land in Henry County in 1896.  Today, the company has industrial, commercial, and residential interests throughout Virginia, West Virginia, and North Carolina, and substantial timber holdings as well as operating an international import-export business.    
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