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OPEN LETTER TO THE COMMUNITY
FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

Halifax County Public Schools had a great start to the new school year on Monday, August 17, 2009.  Students and faculty were excited to be back at school, visiting with their friends and starting their studies for the upcoming year.  I visited each classroom in five of our elementary schools on Monday to welcome the students and faculty back to the beginning of a new school year.  Mr. Clark and other central office personnel also visited schools on the opening day.
Unfortunately, the positive beginning has been overshadowed by the final results of the 2008-2009 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) report released to the school system on Thursday, August 13, 2009.  Adequate yearly progress (AYP) is the measure by which schools, school districts, and states are held accountable for student performance under Title I of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB).  Under NCLB, AYP is used to determine if schools are successfully educating their students. In Virginia, the Standards of Learning (SOL) tests are used to determine whether all students, as well as individual subgroups of students, are making progress toward meeting state academic content standards.  By 2014, the ultimate goal is for 100% of the student population to reach proficient levels as measured by the SOL tests in English, Math, and Science given in grades 3 through high school. 
The Federal Government has set the standards and each school must meet the requirements in all of the subcategories in order for it to make AYP.  The subcategories are black, white, economically disadvantaged, Hispanic, limited English Proficient, and Students with Disabilities.  While our local students performed quite well as indicated by the school division’s making AYP, one of our subgroups at the high school did not meet the federal benchmark.  In this area, the subgroup as reported by the Virginia Department of Education was Students with Disabilities.  This identification is public information and was released statewide with no intent to single out students receiving special education services.  As your superintendent, I have no alternative but to follow the reporting guidelines which have been established by the federal law specifically six subgroups and their impact on AYP.  I personally believe this reporting procedure is both unfair and discriminatory, but reporting procedures have been established by the federal legislation and not under the control of the locality.  If anyone has been offended by my remarks relative to this matter, I apologize for any misunderstanding.  As a parent of a special needs child, I am especially sensitive to their feelings.
In closing, according to the law and the United States Department of Education (2001), AYP must include the following elements: 

· State tests must be the primary factor in the state’s measure of AYP, but the use of at least one other academic indicator of school performance is required, and additional indicators are permitted; 

· For secondary schools, the other academic indicator must be the high school graduation rate; 

· States must set a baseline for measuring students’ performance toward the goal of 100 percent proficiency by the spring of 2014. The baseline is based on data from the 2001-02 school year; 

· States must also create benchmarks for how students will progress each year to meet the goal of 100 percent proficiency by the spring of 2014; 

· A state’s AYP must include separate measures for both reading/language arts and math. In addition, the measures must apply not only to students on average, but also to students in six “subgroups”: economically disadvantaged students, white students, black students, Hispanic students, students with disabilities, and students with limited English proficiency; 

· To make AYP, at least 95 percent of students in each of the subgroups, as well as 95 percent of students in a school as a whole, must take the state tests, and each subgroup of students must meet or exceed the measureable annual objectives set by the state for each year (Department of Education, 2001). 
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